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Santa Fe, NM – Congressman Ben Ray Luján of New Mexico’s Third District announced today
that Santa Fe Community College and Luna Community College in Las Vegas are receiving
YouthBuild grants that total nearly $2 million.  The grants, which are awarded by the
Department of Labor, help out-of-school youth earn a GED or high school diploma while
learning critical occupational skills in construction, health care, information technology, and
other fields.  Many participants have been in the juvenile justice system, are aging out of foster
care, have dropped out of high school, or are otherwise at risk of failing to reach key
educational milestones that lead to career opportunities.

  

“YouthBuild is a tremendous program that gives young people a second chance to get the
education and training they need to get a job and contribute to their community.  In addition, it
gives them the confidence to achieve their goals,” Congressman Luján said.  “The young adults
who complete YouthBuild programs demonstrate the determination and perseverance that will
be so important to building a successful future for themselves and for their communities.”

  

Santa Fe Community College is receiving $1,096,661 and Luna Community College is receiving
$852,920.  The YouthBuild grants announced today are the first awarded under new program
regulations, which expand occupational skills training beyond construction to include
fast-growing industries such as health care and information technology.  The construction skills
training programs teach valuable skills to participants who build or rehabilitate housing for local
low-income or homeless individuals and families.  The non-construction skills training programs
include leadership development and community service elements to ensure that youth maintain
a connection to their communities through service and volunteerism.
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